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ABSTRACT 

The church, east range and other structures of Sandwell Priory were excavated. Walls, 
architectural details, a sequence of floor surfaces, and many graves were revealed. A 
waterlogged subsoil resulted in good organic preservation in graves and other features. 
Pre-Priory activity was represented by a large flint assemblage of mainly Mesolithic 
type, many heat-shattered pebbles, and other objects and features. There was also 
a well-stratified sequence of post-Priory deposits and features, with a large artefact 
assemblage. Masonry features exposed during the excavation were subsequently 
consolidated for display. The future archaeological potential of the unexcavated parts of 
the site was assessed. 

INTRODUCTION 

The site of Sandwell Priory and Sandwell Hall lies 2 km east of West Bromwich town centre, in a public 
open space known as Sandwell Valley Country Park (National Grid Reference SP 025914; West Midlands 
County Sites and Monuments Records WM 02810 and 02811; Scheduled Ancient Monument, West Midlands 
15) (fig. 1). The site is at c. 136m above OD, on the north-west facing valley slope of a tributary stream of 
the River Tame. A spring rising on the southern edge of the site ultimately flows into artificial ponds to the 
north-west (Hewitt and Hodder 1988, 25). The geological formation underlying the site consists of 
Carboniferous Red Marls and Sandstones (Institute of Geological Sciences, 1:63360 Map, Sheet 168). 

Excavations were initiated by the Technical and Development Services Department of Sandwell 
Metropolitan Borough Council in August 1982 as an adjunct to the restoration of the nearby Sandwell Park 
Farm, with the aim of enhancing knowledge of the historic development of the Sandwell Valley. The 
excavation began with an evaluation of the archaeological potential of the site by documentary research, a 
surface survey and trial excavations, to establish which parts of the site had both the best preserved 
archaeological deposits and the most substantial upstanding masonry features suitable for display at the end 
of the excavation. Consequently larger excavations were undertaken; the extent of these is described below. 
The excavations ended in August 1988 and the exposed masonry was subsequently consolidated for 
permanent display. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The excavations and some of the consolidation and post-excavation work were financed by the Manpower 
Services Commission, and sponsored by Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council. Post-excavation and 
consolidation work after the end of the excavation were financed by Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council 
and the European Regional Development Fund. The excavations were undertaken by the Sandwell Valley 
Archaeological Project and directed by M. A. Hodder and G. C. Jones; a full list of staff appears on the inside 
cover. Documentary research was carried out by J. Glew; the excavation supervisors were R. Barnes, 
J. Carmichael, L. Collett, I. Greig, J. Hall, G. Higgerson, S. Jeffery, C. Jones and S. Webster; A. Cox, 
J. Glazebrook and A. Lenihan supervised finds work; K. Corbett, D. Sandhu and T. Westwood supervised 
consolidation work; and L. Collett, I. Greig, J. Hall, C. Jones and S. Jeffery assisted with post-excavation 
analyses. Consolidation work after the end of the excavation was undertaken by Sapcote and Son Ltd. under 
the supervision of the Chief Architect, Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council. 
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2 EXCAVATIONS AT SANDWELL PRIORY AND HALL 

Except where stated otherwise, the text of this report is by M.A. Hodder. The contribution of various 
specialists is gratefully acknowledged. The illustrations for this report were drawn by Heidi Butlin and Jane 
Collins (site plans), Jenny Hall (pottery), Caroline Gait, Colette Paterson, Sonia Hodges, Adrian Cox, Mandy 
Skipp, Tracey Keeling, Alison Lenihan, and Mike Hodder (metalwork, architectural details and other small 
finds), Marion O'Neil (flints) and Clare Thomas (leather). The layout of the drawings is by Heidi Butlin and 
Jane Collins. The text was word-processed by Andrea Johnson. Document layout and design by Carolyn 
Farhan. Invaluable assistance was given by various English Heritage Ancient Monument Inspectors, 
Mr G. Groom (Manager, Sandwell Valley Heritage Scheme), Mr T. Jukes (Sandwell Valley Manager), 
Ms R. Crook and Mr M. Senior (Wednesbury Art Gallery and Museum), Dr. L. Butler (University of York), 
Ms S. Whitehouse, Mr R. Harper, and numerous other colleagues. The report has benefited from the 
comments made on early drafts by Pete Boland, Jenny Hall, Chris Jones, Bill Klemperer and Martin Locock. 
The written, drawn and photographic archive of the excavations is deposited in the Local Studies Centre, 
Smethwick Library, and the finds are in Wednesbury Art Gallery and Museum. 

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 

Documentary research was concentrated on those references with archaeological implications. Generally, 
secondary sources only were consulted; the main primary source consulted was the Dartmouth deposit in the 
Staffordshire County Record Office. 

Although there is a tradition that the spring on the south side of the site, called the Sand Well or Holy Well, 
was visited and sanctified by St. Augustine (e.g. Prince 1924), the earliest primary source referring to the 
site is a charter issued by Gervase Pagnel of Dudley. This confirmed a land grant made by his tenant William, 
son of Guy de Offini, to the monks dwelling in the hermitage by the spring called Sand Well. The original 
document does not survive, and is known only from an obviously corrupt transcription (Monasticon iv. 190). 
The charter is considered to be a confirmation of de Offini's foundation endowment to Sandwell Priory 
(VCH, iii. 216); the 'hermitage' referred to was probably the earliest monastic buildings, rather than a 
pre-existing structure on the site; small monasteries in remote areas are frequently termed 'hermitages' 
(L. Butler, pers. comm.). The document itself is not dated, but Guy de Offini and one of the document's 
witnesses were both alive in 1166 (VCH, iii. 216). Sandwell Priory was occupied by Benedictine monks 
and dedicated to St. Mary Magdalene (ibid.). In 1525, the Priory was described as Cluniac (Homer 1928); 
the probable Cluniac persuasions of the house are discussed below (p. 138). 

The only medieval reference to Sandwell Priory which describes any of its structures is one of 1330, when 
an aged prior, Richard de Eselberg, resigned his post during a visitation. The bishop ordered that he be given 
the 'newly built chamber next to the dormitory' and some land near the graveyard, with a fishpond and 
dovecote (VCH, iii. 217); the 'newly built chamber' is interpreted as the additional room at the north end of 
the east claustral range (below, p. 35). 

There were only one or two monks at Sandwell at some points between the late 14th and early 16th centuries, 
and this led to its suppression by Cardinal Wolsey in February 1525 (Monasticon, iv. 191). A survey was 
made of the Priory buildings and their surroundings in 1526. The information relating to the main buildings 
is summarised and discussed with reference to the excavated evidence below (pp. 141-144). Some of the 
buildings were said to be in a dilapidated condition. 
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24 EXCAVATIONS AT SANDWELL PRIORY AND HALL 

decoration was confined to a series of diagonal grooves to each side of a plain central line. The type is 
discussed by Hattatt (1985, 82-87). 

P R E - P R I O R Y : D I S C U S S I O N 

The wider significance of the mesolithic flint assemblage is discussed by Saville (above). Saville also notes 
a post-mesolithic component in the flint assemblage; the neolithic and early bronze age is represented in the 
surrounding area solely by chance finds of stone and metal artefacts. 

The pre-Priory features and deposits on the site are neither easily interpreted nor closely dateable, because 
of their fragmentary survival and the paucity of artefacts associated with them. The ditches and gullies could 
be parts of houses or boundaries, and more than one phase of activity may be represented by the stakeholes. 
Other than worked flint, the only artefacts found in both the pre-Priory features and the loam layer sealing 
them were heat-shattered pebbles. The quantity of heat-shattered pebbles suggests the former presence of a 
burnt mound on the site. Three other burnt mounds have been identified in the Sandwell Valley; one of these 
has been excavated and a radiocarbon date of 2970 + 160 B.P., i.e. the middle bronze age, obtained from 
it (Hewitt and Hodder 1988, 19). This is consistent with the range of dates obtained for similar sites in the 
south Birmingham area (Barfield and Hodder 1989, 11). Burnt mounds are usually located near to water, 
and excavations of burnt mounds in the west Midlands have usually revealed a pit or trough and stakeholes 
under the mound, for example at Cob Lane, Birmingham (Hodder 1990c). Elsewhere, timber and stone huts 
are associated with burnt mounds (Buckley 1990). At Sandwell Priory, the spring on the south edge of the 
site would have provided a water supply for the putative burnt mound, and at least some of the stakeholes 
and other pre-Priory features might have been associated with such a structure. The greatest quantity of 
heat-shattered pebbles occurred in the south-east corner of SV4/D, suggesting that, within the limits of the 
excavation, the highest part of the burnt mound was here. It is possible that the mound extended south from 
here, towards the spring, but this part of the site was not excavated below deposits of post-Priory period 4. 
If the heat-shattered pebbles are correctly interpreted as the remains of the burnt mound, then the mound has 
clearly been levelled, possibly by cultivation, and the pebbles incorporated into the loam layer above it. The 
loam layer could therefore represent a cultivated horizon whose formation and use is dateable to some time 
between the middle bronze age, the probable date of the burnt mound, and the 12th century AD, when the 
first parts of Sandwell Priory were constructed. The interpretation of the loam as a cultivated soil would be 
consistent with the botanical evidence obtained from it, which suggested disturbed ground. Such cultivation 
would have truncated the features found below it and removed any deposits associated with them. Artefacts 
contained in earlier features and deposits would have been included in the cultivated horizon. The occurrence 
of objects of iron age and Roman date elsewhere on the site could indicate that the cultivation represented 
by the loam occurred during these periods; the quantity of iron age and Roman objects is insufficient to 
suggest settlement on the site, but they may have been deposited as a result of manuring cultivated land with 
domestic debris. The presence of arable land in the iron age, Roman or post-Roman periods implies the 
existence of a contemporary settlement in the vicinity of the site, but none is yet known. The only other 
definite evidence for these periods in the Sandwell Valley consists of two pieces of Roman pottery and three 
Roman coins (Hewitt and Hodder 1988, 21). It has been suggested that Sandwell Priory was established in 
one comer of a pre-existing double ditched rectangular enclosure (ibid., 23; ditches indicated as 'precinct 
boundaries' on fig. 60 here); the iron age and Roman objects found during the excavation could be associated 
with a settlement inside this. 
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EXCAVATIONS AT SANDWELL PRIORY AND HALL 25 

Few iron age or Roman sites are known in the region. The existence of hillforts at Wednesbury, to the 
north-west, and Oldbury, to the south-west, has been postulated from topography and place-names (Palliser 
1976,42; Gelling 1978,144). The Roman period is represented mainly by chance finds of coins, but a pottery 
kiln has been located at Perry Barr, to the south-east (Hughes 1961). A Roman road ran south-east from the 
known Roman site at Penkridge, possibly towards the forts at Metchley in south-west Birmingham (Margary 
1973, 294-5, Road 190). The line of such a road would run north-west to south-east through the modern 
centre of West Bromwich, to the south-west of the Sandwell Valley. The existence of the road might well 
have encouraged the development of settlements near to it; one of these settlements could have been that 
whose cultivated land included the Priory and Hall site. 

The duration of cultivation on the site before the construction of Sandwell Priory is unknown. There is no 
archaeological evidence for the Anglo-Saxon period from the site or its surrounding area, but the Domesday 
Book entry for West Bromwich (DB, 226b) includes woodland one league long and half a league wide. If 
the Domesday Book league is taken to be one and a half miles in this region (Darby 1977, 178-179), then 
the woodland covered an area one and a half miles (c. 2.5 km) long and 3/4 mile (c. 1.25 km) wide, which 
corresponds closely to the present extent of the Sandwell Valley in West Bromwich (see fig. 1), suggesting 
that the Domesday Book woodland covered this area and that cultivation within it had therefore ceased by 
1086. 
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26 EXCAVATIONS AT SANDWELL PRIORY AND HALL 

SANDWELL PRIORY (PRIORY PERIODS 1 to 3, c. 1150 - 1525) 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Three main periods of development can be identified across the site. 
The probable date ranges and main structural events of each period are as follows:-

PRIORY PERIOD 1 (c. 1150 - 1250): The construction of the eastern part of the church, in stone, and timber 
buildings on the sites of the later east and west claustral ranges. 

PRIORY PERIOD 2 (c. 1250 - 1450): The construction of the western part of the church and the west, east 
and north claustral ranges (c. 1250 - 1300). Modifications to east range (c. 1300 - 1350). 

PERIOD 3 (c. 1450 - 1524): Church reduced in size. Floor levels raised and tiled floors laid. East range 
further modified. 

For each period, the major structural features are described, followed by the evidence for constructional 
activity, internal features, and a summary of the associated finds, dating evidence, and contemporary finds 
from deposits of later periods. Features in the northern corner of the west claustral range (SV2/1/7/8) and 
beyond the claustral buildings (S V2/12,13,15) cannot be allotted to any particular period, because of the lack 
of a physical link, and they have all been considered in Period 2. 

PRIORY PERIOD 1 (c: 1150 - 1250) 

M A I N S T R U C T U R A L F E A T U R E S 

The earliest Priory buildings consisted of the stone eastern part of the church, with timber buildings to its 
north and north-west and probably a cemetery to its west (fig. 8). 

The church (fig. 10; plate 3) consisted of a crossing, north and south transepts, and an apsidal ended chancel 
flanked on each side by two apsidal ended chapels, the apses being arranged en echelon. All of the walls 
were constructed of local sandstone and were up to 1.4m thick. The two-bay chancel was 13m long and 
5.5m wide internally. There were external buttresses (MF 1036) on the north-east, east and south-east of its 
apse (MF 929), but not all of these were necessarily original (see below). Its interior face was chamfered 
around the inside of the apse, terminating at each end in angular bases (MF 1012 and MF 1033). These and 
another pair of similar bases 4m further west (MF 1035 and MF 1104) probably served as bases for ribbed 
vaulting. The vaulting was later removed, but pieces of ribs and a boss with an Agnus Dei carved on it, all 
of which were reused in later walls, probably formed part of the vault (see below, pp 51-54). A further 
angular base (MF 1034) seems to have been placed between the two northern bases in error, and had been 
cut back during construction. On the south part of the inner face of the apse, there was a small chamfered 
base c. 0.3 m across. A twin to this in the north-west would have been removed by a later disturbance here. 
The base could have supported a colonnette or pilaster such as those surviving in the chapels to the south 
(see below). The base of a colonnette, placed on the north-east vaulting base after removal of the vaulting, 
could originally have rested on the small chamfered base. As originally planned, there were entrance gaps, 
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EXCAVATIONS AT SANDWELL PRIORY AND HALL 35 

STRUCTURAL MODIFICATIONS DURING PERIOD 2 (c. 1300 - 1350) 

Later in this period, a wall (MF 137) was built across the eastern end of the chapter house. Three ogee-headed 
trefoil windows dateable to c. 1330-50 survived in this wall in 1928 (see above) (plate 2). To the east, at 
least part of the original east wall and north-east corner of the chapter house may have been robbed out 
(F499); the robbing contained soft orange pottery and a lead came. To the east of MF 137, a stone chamber 
(MF 824), e l m square, was constructed, with a drain (MF 811) running north from it. The chamber may 
have acted as a latrine itself or as a cistern to supply water along the drain to a reredorter further north. The 
original south wall of the original chapter house (MF 629) seems to have remained standing and was not 
demolished until later (post-Priory period 1, below). 

Also in this period, an additional room was constructed to the north of the chapter house (plate 5). It measured 
c. 13m by c. 6m internally. Its west wall continued the line of MF 138, the eastern wall of the north range, 
and clearly butted up against the former north-east external comer of the north range. Its north wall was MF 
395 and its east wall, MF 137, continued the line of the wall cutting across the east end of the chapter house 
(see above) and had external buttresses and an external chamfered plinth (fig. 11). Part of this room can be 
identified as the 'newly-built chamber next to the dormitory' mentioned in 1330 (see above, p. 2). The 
dormitory would probably have been above the chapter house. The additional room was entered from both 
the north range and the chapter house. The entrance from the north range had a mbble threshold, F810/3296, 
with sherds of sandy cooking pot and buff-white sandy ware in its construction. 

Along the exterior of the apses of the south chapels of the church (fig. 10), there was a ditch (SV4/E/F969, 
F975), c. 1.5 to 2m wide, which cut clay dumps. Its fill contained sherds of buff-white sandy ware, and roof 
tile. The ditch could have been simply for drainage, or might have been the remains of a system of water 
supply to the claustral buildings from the spring south of the church. The northern end of the ditch was cut 
by a later drain, and on the south it extended beyond the edge of the excavation. 

To the north-east of the church, part of the Priory's cemetery was located (fig. 12). Four grave cuts 
(SV2/13/F345, F347, F348 and F351) were partially excavated but the skeletons were not removed. All four 
burials had been made in oval pits, and there was no evidence of coffins or grave goods. Ten other possible 
graves (F341, F342, F343, F344, F346, F349, F350, F352, F353 and F354) were identified as soil marks but 
were not excavated. F349 contained roof tile. A stone wall (F254) on the western edge of the excavated 
area was not dated but could have been medieval. 

Further north, there was a ditch (SV2/12/F390) which appeared to be curving to the north-west (fig. 12). 
Only its western edge lay within the excavated area, and its fill was removed only to a depth of 2m into the 
natural sand and sandstone. A lime spread covered the upper part of the ditch's western slope, and it was 
filled with clay. To the east, the clay was overlain by a sandy layer and to the west a dump of large cobbles 
and sandstone rubble (2135) over the clay fill included several joining sherds of a Deritend ware vessel 
(fig. 29, type 4). A levelling layer spread across the whole of the excavated area. It contained sherds of 
sandy cooking pot, most of a jug in green-glazed buff-white sandy ware (fig. 29, type 3,1982), glazed bricky 
coarseware, and an iron axehead (fig. 32, SF 26). 
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11. Sandwell Priory : Priory Periods 1 and 2, detail of east range 

To the west of the main claustral ranges, sandstone walls exposed in a cable trench (SV2/15) may be of 
medieval date, as may a sandstone wall (SV4/F119) below an 18th-century cobble surface to the south of 
the church (fig. 9). Fl 19 was visible at the base and in the sides of later features but was not excavated. 

CONSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITY 

In the west part of the nave and the south aisle of the church (SV4, Areas G and J), the loam, interpreted as 
the ground surface existing at the time of the initial construction of the Priory (see above), contained ash, 
clay lumps, large quantities of medieval pottery (sandy cooking pot and buff-white sandy ware) and lead 
window cames, probably all trampled in during the construction of the west part of the church. 
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DECORATED GRAVE COVERS by MA. Hodder 

I am grateful to Peter Ryder and Lawrence Butler for their comments on the grave covers. 

SV4/D/F1106/4091 (fig. 23) In situ over stone coffin in south transept, Priory period 2. 
Relief-carved cross. Head is variant of four broken circles or 'bracelet' design, of Herefordshire/ 
Worcestershire type, shaft has ribbon ornament related to 'double omega' design, influenced by Barnack 
workshops of Northamptonshire, whose date range is mid 12th century to c. 1300 (Butler 1964, 121-124). 

SF 193 (fig. 23) S V4/D/3891 Infill of grave in south transept, Priory period 3. 
Fragment of incised slab with part of fleur-de-lys. Late 13th century or early 14th century. 

BS 451 - 459 SV2/17/F1242/4429 Nine pieces, reused as capping stones for brick drain 
across nave area, post-Priory period 4. 

SF 257 (fig 23): Incised asymmetrical cross, derivative of 'bracelet' type (see above), central leaves and 
foliate terminals. Early 14th century. 

SF 258 (BS 459) (fig. 23) Six joining fragments of lower part of slab. Cross base with trefoil decoration. 
13 th or 14th century. 

The other slabs from this context are not decorated and could be parts of other slabs or of stone coffins. 
These slabs probably originally covered graves in the north transept or north chapels which were 
disturbed during the construction of cellars in this area in the 18th century. 

INSCRIPTIONS by MA. Hodder 

SV2/11/MF 138 M (fig. 23) In situ on window reveal, west wall of east range, 
post-Priory period 1. 

Mason's mark. Capital letter N with horizontal line across. Same inscription repeated on two adjacent 
stones. 

SV4/J/F1319/4637 (fig. 23) In situ on surface of stone coffin between nave and south aisle, 
Priory period 2. 

Board for the game of Nine Men's Morris, scratched onto the surface of a rectangular block c. 0.70m 
long, 0.29m wide and 0.50m thick forming the head end of a stone coffin. 

MEDIEVAL ROOF TILES by MA. Hodder 

The tiles are all in a sandy orange fabric, probably a local clay. The most common form is a flat tile c. 270 
mm long, 165 to 177 mm wide and 13 to 18mm thick, with a single pushed out nib on one of the short sides 
or two peg holes each c. 15mm in diameter on the short side. The single nib type appears to be more common 
than the type with peg holes. Some roof tile fragments were found with nails still in them, and some were 
mortared. Fragments of angled- and imbrex-type ridge tiles were found, but both forms were relatively rare. 
There were a few pieces of angled ridge tiles with an exterior green glaze, and some unglazed angled ridge 
tiles had a single horned crest (fig. 24). Only one fragment of crested tile was glazed (SV2/11/3088); here 
the crest was wider at the base than the unglazed examples. There was one possible finial (fig. 24), made by 
pulling out a clay tube to form a crude zoomorphic shape. It had a patchy green glaze. 
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SF 193 (1/4) 

23. Sandwell Priory : Grave covers and inscriptions 
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SF 103 (1/8) 

24. Sandwell Priory: Crested ridge tile and possible finial, and structural timbers 
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Pennies of Edward III continued to circulate strongly well into the 15th century, making up 17% of the 
pennies found in the Wyre Piddle hoard deposited in c. 1467 (although this hoard does seem to contain an 
abnormal proportion of old coins) (Archibald 1988, 289,301, n. 92). The upper limit for their use seems to 
be the introduction in 1489 of the new style sovereign pennies which swept earlier coins from use. 
Conservatively we might suggest a date of loss by the 1420s, but this coin's condition is such that it could 
well have circulated later than that. 

SF100, SV2/11/2005/F301, earth floor in north room of east range. 
Fragments of a silver halfpenny of the 15th century. 
Diameter uncertain, c. 90°. 3.46gr./0.224g. 
Three small fragments only, comprising slightly less than half of the original coin; slightly worn. 
Obverse: ] C REX [ 
Reverse: ] VITAS [ 
Uncertain mint. 
Estimating the fragments at c. 40% of the original flan, this would produce an original weight for the complete 
coin of c. 8.65gr. Although such an estimate is necessarily speculative it suggests that this coin should belong 
to the period before 1412, when the halfpenny had a notional weight of 9gr. This would make it an issue of 
Henry IV, 1399-1413. It is, however, possible (although, if the estimate of weight is correct, less likely) that 
it is an overweight specimen of the period 1412-1464, when the halfpenny weighed a notional 7.5gr. If this 
is so then both Henry V, 1413-1422, and Henry VI, 1422-1461, could also be considered as candidates for 
the issuer. Its relatively unworn condition suggests that this coin had not seen much circulation but the 
uncertainty over attribution means that only a broad date range can be proposed for its probable loss. The 
likely outer limits would be after c. 1405 and before c. 1465. 

SF54, SV2/13/2004, 17th century garden soil, cemetery area. 
Silver halfpenny of Edward III, 1327-1377. 
15mm. 0°. 7.01gr./0.454g. 
Very worn. 
Obverse: +EDWARDVS REX A[ 
Reverse: CIV[ TAS LON DON(Star). 
London mint. 
2nd Coinage, 1335-1343. North (1975) no. 1102. 
See SF231: probably lost late in the 14th century. 

SF220, SV4/1026,topsoil. 
Silver penny of Henry V, 1413-1422. 
17mm. 40° 12.52gr./0.811g. 
Well worn; lightly clipped. 
Obverse: +HENRICVS REX ANGLIE 
Stops not legible; mullet and lis by crown. 
Reverse: CIVI TAS EBO RACI Annulet after TAS and in one quarter of reverse 
York mint. 
Class G. North (1975) no. 1404, stmck from local dies. 
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This coin has clearly seen a good amount of circulation and must have been lost well into the 15th century. 
The outside limit would be c. 1490 with the introduction of the sovereign type. A more probable limit might 
be c. 1464, when the notional weight of the penny was reduced to 12gr. However, it is clear from hoard 
evidence that pennies weighing more than 12gr. continued to circulate after the weight reduction so a later 
date of loss must remain possible. 

OTHER SMALL FINDS byG.Egan (Museum of London) 

Abbreviations 

d = diameter h = height / = length 

Copper-alloy 

Mounts 

SF174 (fig. 31) SV4/B/3636 (demolition rubble, church crossing; post-Priory period 1) 
Crude, circular mount; d 14mm; central hole; floral motif of rounded dots; one of two rivets survives. Similar 
mounts (with different decoration) from a late 14th-century context are known from London, including one 
on a leather strap (Egan and Pritchard forthcoming, nos. 795-6 and parallel cited). 

SF 282 (fig.31) SV4/G/4763 SF 282 (construction levelling, west end of Priory church; Priory period 2). 
Incomplete repousse sheet with fleur de lys in raised, lozenge-shaped border (original outline uncertain) ?22+ 
x 22mm; trace of gilding; no provision for attachment survives. Probably a strap or harness mount. The 
sheeting is relatively thick compared with that of most strap mounts, particularly from the late 14th century 
onwards, and gilding on copper alloy seems also to be more characteristic of accessories from a slightly 
earlier date. Possibly from a horse harness. 

SF263 (fig. 31) SV2/17/4477 (garden soil, church area; post-Priory period 2) 
Fragment 32 x 21mm of a cast, relatively robust, flat crown with a row of round jewels above a torse and 
below cresting with alternate (?triple foliate/fleurs de lys) and larger, single round jewels; part of broken hole 
for attachment at lower left. Presumably some kind of fixture. 

SF37 (fig. 31) SV2/11/2986 SF37 (F66; wall construction; post-Priory period 1). 
Incomplete, cast, flat mount with curved edge (d. c. 138mm if a disc), with areas apparently carved out to 
give complex crescentic/pelta-like shapes in bas-relief; traces of compass-engraved setting-out lines survive; 
a hole for attachment, with a countersunk surround and part of a second (?) plain hole survive there are crude 
scratches alongside the broken edges, and the other face has similar, multiple scratched lines approximately 
at right angles. 

SV2/11/2932 (fig. 31) (F661, as above) 
Fragment 22 x 12mm of a similar item to the previous object (perhaps part of it if the decoration was 
asymmetrical). 
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3151 

31. Sandwell Priory: Metalwork and other objects (1/1) 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



90 EXCAVATIONS AT SANDWELL PRIORY AND HALL 

Dress Accessories: 

The conventions used here follow those in Egan and Pritchard (forthcoming). 

Buckles 

SF 197 (fig. 31) SV4/B/3829 (MF 992; step, church crossing; Priory period 3). 
Double-oval frame, 30 x 30mm, with engrailed edges and a corresponding series of transverse, paired and 
triple ridges; angled profile; sheet pin. 

SF93 (fig. 31) SV2/11/3266 (Not located) 
Double-oval frame, 36 x 41mm, with paired, protruding ridges near each comer, slightly angled profile; 
crudely finished by filing. 

Buckle plates 

SF271 (fig. 31) SV4/G/4526 (levelling in church nave; Priory period 3) 
Most of one side of a folded sheet plate; 18 x 30mm; surviving hole for one rivet; double line of punched, 
opposed triangles around perimeter. 

SF158 (fig. 31) SV4/D/3728 demolition rubble, south transept; post-Priory period 1) 
One side of a folded sheet plate, 9 x 25mm; broken off at folded single strip, two rivets. 
A flimsy item. 

Strap ends 

SF160 (fig. 31) SV4/A/3797 (Loam over Priory floors in chancel; post-Priory period 1) 
Folded sheet strap end; 14 x 22mm; single rivet. 

SF28 (fig. 31) SV2/11/3074 (F720; earth floor, east range; Priory period 3) 
Crude, folded sheet strap end; 14 x 30mm; back is smaller than the front, which retains trace of possible 
engraved decoration (?scrolls between vertical lines); trace of single rivet survives. 

Clasps for Books 

SF178 (fig. 31) SV4/B/3855 (F1010; earth floor, church crossing; Priory period 3) 
Composite, hinged strap end; folded sheet plate, 9 x 20mm, with rabbets at fold, and single rivet; cast, heavily 
stylised animal-head terminal, 9 x 25mm, with pronged extension from mouth, and holes through forehead 
and tranversely; separate hinged-rod; leather from strap survives. 

SF139 (fig. 31) SV2/11/2839 (Levelling over demolished wall in chapter house; post-Priory period 1) 
Composite, hinged strap end; tapering, folded sheet plate, 20 x 30mm, with rabbets at fold, and two rivets; 
shield-shaped hinged end, 16 x 23mm, with crude, oblique opposed hatching (?filed), central hole, and 
terminal that has broken off at transverse hole. 
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See Egan (forthcoming, b) for a book retaining two such clasps, apparently with the hinge attached to a short 
upstanding stub in each case. A number of the distinctive hinged strap ends like nos. 178 and 139 have been 
found in London in deposits dated between 1350 and 1450 (Egan and Pritchard forthcoming, nos. 720-26) 
and several are known from ecclesiastical sites (e.g. Geddes 1985, 158-59 no. 37 fig. 50). None of the 
corresponding stubs has been recognised. 

Strap plate 

SF159 (fig. 31) SV2/11/1460 (Topsoil) 
Two rectangular sheet plates 17 x 33mm, held together by two crude rivets, and each with a central hole, 
which is worn around the edge; leather from the straps survives, holded at the same point as the plates. 
Although some parallels from late-medieval contexts appear to have functioned as connectors for two lengths 
of strap (Egan and Pritchard forthcoming, nos. 1202-16), the surviving leather in the present example is a 
single continuous piece; the so-far unexplained worn, central holes are the key to the purpose of these fittings. 

Padlock 

SV2/11/3151 (fig. 31) (F781; grave in chapterhouse; Priory period 2) 
All parts are of sheeting; cylindrical case; / 28, d 14mm; three binding strips; end plate with aperture for 
missing spring mechanism; fin of folded sheeting includes tube to accommodate bolt and has concave ends. 
The missing mechanism would have been a U-shaped bolt having a single strip with opposed springs. 

Rivet or tack 

SF175 (fig. 32) SV4/D/3737 (F946; tiled floor in south transept; Priory period 3) 
Squarish sheet head, 9 x 9mm, pierced by thicker, cut sheet shank (?) with end broken off, surviving / 10mm; 
white-metal solder. A crude, possibly makeshift item. 

Thimble 

SF179 (fig. 32) SV4/A/3883 (F1015; tiled floor in chancel; Priory period 3) 
Domed, stamped sheeting; h 14, d c. 14mm (distorted); central hole; rings of hammered pits around dome 
and in slightly oblique lines down towards the base, where there are two roughly engraved lines; several pits 
have holed the sheeting. 
Light-duty thimbles of this kind are widely known from the late 14th to early 15th centuries (Holmes n.d., 
1-2, fig. 1C; Oakley 1979, 257-58 no. 84fig. 111). 

Iron 

Keys 

Details are recorded from x-ray plates. 

SF 223 (fig. 32) SV4/D/4101 (F1063; mortar floor make-up; Priory period 2) 
Oval bow; / 183mm; simple warding, apparently only rabbeted at distal end. 
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SF26(l /2) 

32. Sandwell Priory: Metalwork and other objects (1/1 except where marked) 
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SV4/B/3636 (fig. 32) (demolition rubble, church crossing; post-Priory period 1) 
Bow broken off: surviving / 85mm. 

Horseshoe 

SF 227 (fig. 32) SV4/C/3827 (Loam under demolition rubble, south chapels; post-Priory period 1). 
Half a shoe; 1 117mm[+]; calkin at heel; 3[+] holes, one retaining a square-headed nail, 
cf. Clark n.d., 4 (late-medieval type fig. 8a, with nail probably as fig. 4a). 

Tool 

SF 26 (fig. 32) SV2/12/1982 (levelling; Priory period 3 or post-Priory period 1) 
Heavy, much-rusted axe/hammer; I c. 215mm; blade I c. 50mm. 

Lead 

Mount 

SF166 (fig. 33) SV4/D/3810 (F990; makeup for platform in south transept; Priory period 3) 
Fragment 38 x 23mm of flat, decorative openwork cresting or tracery with stylised floral motifs; one straight 
edge; traces of gilding survive; crude cross-hatching on the back from the mould. 
Probably from some kind of ecclesiastical decoration. Cf. Zarnecki 1957 (4 and figs. 79-80) for a late 
12th-century stone mould found at Lindisfarne for producing stylistically somewhat earlier decorative tracery 
of the same general character. 

Seal Matrices 

SF283 (fig.33) SV4/G/4796 (construction levelling in church nave; Priory period 2) 
Corroded lentoid matrix; 30 x 21mm; central rib and broken-off tab on back; sealing device is (?) bird pecking 
stem in corded border, +S'GALFRIDI(IAMIC) around (crude Lombardic lettering). 'Seal of Geoffrey 
(?Jamic)'; [thanks to Brian Spencer for help with the reading]. 

SF 48 (fig. 33) SV2/9/2146 (rubble, west range; post-Priory period 4) 
(Described from a photograph) lentoid matrix; c. 56 x c. 26mm; (?)suspension loop at end; sealing device 
is a lion (?) salient, with tongue extended and tail forward, SIGILLVM IOHANNIS around (Lombardic 
lettering) between lines; crude engraving. 'Seal of lohn'. 

Several late-medieval personal seals of this kind have recently been published (Spencer 1984, nos. 1-7). 
Rigold (1977b) dated the type to the late 12th to late 13th Centuries. 
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Styli 

SF211 (fig. 33) SV4/B/4012 (levelling in church crossing; Priory period 1) 
/ 98mm (bent) narrows to point, and with expanded wedge at other end; square-section shaft. 

SV4/C/4203 (fig. 33) (loam under demolition rubble, south chapels; post-Priory period 1) 
/ 50mm; similar to proceding item; round-section shaft. 

Similar objects were found in the following: 
SV2/11 2736 (F596; timber structure; post-Priory period 1) 
SV2/11 3147 (F783; cobble surface; post-Priory period 1) 

Although these items might have been used to write on building materials or parchment, the wedge-shaped 
eraser suggests wax tablets were more likely. 
The square section of no. 211 is unusual. Several parallels are known from religious houses, (e.g. Courtney 
1989, 12B and 130 lead no. 2 fig. 22 and parallels cited; Lambrick and Woods 1976, no. 29 fig. 12). 

Piping 

SV4/F/4620 (fig. 33) (F1317; lead pipe in trench, church nave; Priory period 2) 
Sheet piping; d c. 35mm, bifacially bevelled soldered seam. 

Net Weights 

Crude cyclinders of rolled sheet lead, the ends and exposed seams being rounded by wear. 

SV2/11/2699 (fig. 33) (F438; earth floor; post-Priory period 2) 
/ 22mm. 

SV2/11/2854 (fig. 33) (not located) 
/ 55mm. 

SV4/A/3797 (fig. 33) (silting over floors in church chancel; post-Priory period 1) 
/ 86mm; partly unfolded along seam. One of seven examples from this context. 
Weights of this form from London have recently been included in a general survey of medieval fishing 
equipment (Steane and Foreman 1988, 162-63, fig. 15, nos. 36-40), and a large number of smaller, cast 
cylindrical weights interpreted as net sinkers were excavated on the wreck of a 15th-century boat in the 
Thames at London (Marsden 1971-72,9). 
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33. Sandwell Priory: Metalwork and other objects (1/1 except where marked) 

Amber 

Bead 

SF 290 (fig. 32) SV4/D/3728 (demolition rubble, south transept; post-Priory period 1) 
Half an oblate-spheroid bead of translucent but cracked orange amber; / 5mm, d 9.5mm. 
Similar amber beads have been found in some numbers in London (Moir forthcoming). 
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Location Area/feature Coffin Textiles Footwear Rod(s) Others Period 
Nave (west) SV4/G/F1272 - - - - - 3 Nave (west) 

SV4/G/F1273 - - - - - 3 
Nave (west) 

SV4/G/F1280 - - - - - 3 

Nave (west) 

SV4/G/F1281 - - - - - 3 

Nave (west) 

SV4/G/F1282 - - - - - 3 

Nave (west) 

SV4/G/F1283 - - - - - 3 

Nave (west) 

SV4/G/F1284 - - - - - 3 

Nave (west) 

SV4/G/F1287 - - - - - 3 

Nave (west) 

SV4/G/F1330 - - - - - 2 

Nave (west) 

SV4/G/F1354 - - - • - 2 
South aisle 
(east) 

SV4/H/F1307 - - - - Metal disc 3 South aisle 
(east) SV4/H/F1322 - • - • - 2/3 
South aisle 
(west) 

SV4/J/F1311 Wooden 
Coffin 

- - - - 2? South aisle 
(west) 

SV4/J/F1312 - - - - - 2 

South aisle 
(west) 

SV4/J/F1313 - - - . - - 2 

South aisle 
(west) 

SV4/J/F1319 Stone 
Coffin 

- - - - 2 

South aisle 
(west) 

SV4/J/F1347 Plank 
Fragments 

- - - Clay-lined? 2 

South aisle 
(west) 

SV4/J/F1351 - - - 2 

South aisle 
(west) 

SV4/J/F1385 - - - - - 1 
North 
transept 

SV2/11/F169 - - - ? -

North 
Chapels 

SV2/11/F139 - - - - -North 
Chapels SV2/11/F631 Staining - - - -

Chapter 
House 

SV2/11/F707 - - - - Marker Chapter 
House SV2/11/F709 On Plank - - - Marker 

Disarticulated 

Chapter 
House 

SV2/11/F722 Stone 
Coffin 

- - - Stone slab 
near 

Chapter 
House 

SV2/11/F723 Staining - - - -

Chapter 
House 

SV2/11/F744 - - - - -

Chapter 
House 

SV2/11/F746 - - - - - _ 

Chapter 
House 

SV2/11/F778 - - - - - _ 

Chapter 
House 

SV2/11/F781 - - -

Chapter 
House 

SV2/11/F818 Stone Cist - - - -

Cloister Walk SV2/11/F470 - - - - - ? Cloister Walk 
SV2/11/F471 - - - - - ? 

Cloister Walk 

SV2/11/F883 Under 
Plank 

- - - Shroud pins? ? 

Cemetery SV2/11/F345 - - - - - ? Cemetery 
SV2/11/F347 - - - - - ? 

Cemetery 

SV2/11/F348 - - - - - ? 

Cemetery 

SV2/11/F349 - - - - - ? 

Cemetery 

SV2/11/F351 - - - - - ? 

Cemetery 

SV2/18/F1243 - - - - - ? 
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Some of the other burials were made in timber coffins or under, between or on top of planks. These and 
other organic materials were only preserved where the graves were dug into waterlogged deposits, i.e. in the 
chancel crossing, south transept, south chapels, nave and south aisle of the Priory church and not in the north 
chapels, chapter house or cemetery. There were four timber coffins in the south transept, each constructed 
by nailing together planks, one in the south aisle and possibly one in the south chapels. In the north chapels 
and the chapter house, staining around two bodies (S V2/11/F631 and F723 respectively) may have indicated 
coffins, and nails found in all the chapter house burials may have been from coffins. Rodwell (1989, 164) 
has pointed out that only a few nails need be used on an otherwise jointed coffin. One body in the south 
chapels lay between two planks (S V4/C/F1190), aburial in the cloister walk lay under a plank (S V2/11/F883), 
burials in the chapter house (F709) and possibly the south transept (SV4/D/F1018) lay on planks, and there 
were fragments of wood, possibly from planks, in other graves. None of the planks showed signs of reuse 
from elsewhere, nor are their probable felling dates obtained by dendrochronology inconsistent with other 
dating evidence, but a rectangular piece of wood at the feet of Fl 190 in the chapter house had grooves and 
mortice holes (SF250). 

At Bordesley Abbey, as at Sandwell, burial in coffins was the exception rather than the rule (e.g. Rahtz and 
Hirst 1976, 114). Some of the earliest graves in the cemetery outside the church at Bordesley had pieces of 
wood over them, but, in contrast to the plank grave covers at Sandwell, the Bordesley timbers had peg holes 
and had therefore been reused from earlier structures (Hirst and Wright 1989, 307). 

In three of the Sandwell graves, the head of the body rested on a 'pillow' of plant material. In SV4/D/F1018 
there was also plant material under the rest of the body, and fragmentary plant remains were also noted in 
SV4/D/F1140 and SV4/B/F1043. Analysis of the plant remains (by Sandra Nye; full report in archive) 
showed that hay from damp meadows, straw, and mosses had been used to line the graves. In 
SV4/D/F1018/3900 the 'pillow' under the head was moss, mainly Eurhychiumpraelongum. The grave also 
contained a compacted mass of straw or hay, and herbs and flower remains probably contained in hay. In 
SV4/D/F1044/3937 there were bushes, grasses and weeds of cultivation, and in SV4/A/F1040/3968 a mixture 
of species included sedges, grasses, buttercup, and dock, indicative of damp grassland or wasteland. One of 
the graves excavated in the 19th century at Hulton Abbey (Wise 1985, 4) had a plant wrapping around the 
body, mainly of rushes and containing fruits and seeds of plants from damp meadows. At St. Peter's, 
Barton-on-Humber, the head of one grave rested on a grass-filled 'pillow' (Rodwell 1989, 171). 

Textiles 

In nine of the Sandwell graves there were textiles, adhering to the bones, some surviving as substantial pieces 
of cloth, others as small fragments and pieces of thread. One piece of cloth (SV4/D/F1018/3900) and pieces 
of thread from two graves (SV4/A/F1050/3976 and 3963, and SV4/D/F1044/3937) were analysed. The 
surviving textiles were originally interpreted as shrouds; there were wooden shroud pins but no textile in 
SV2/11/F883 (see below). 

The Textiles by E. Crowfoot 

Shrouds at this period would normally have been made of flax, as recorded from sites where soil conditions, 
or the presence of metal artefacts, have been responsible for the survival of vegetable fibres (Crowfoot 1987, 
149). Outer coverings of this nature may have been used here, but only fabrics of animal fibre have survived: 
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Peck (1960) no. 195. 
Probably lost in the 1630s. 

SF 19, SV 4/1037,1057, gravel surface (post-Priory period 5) 
Irish copper halfpenny of George III, 1760-1820 
Lost, but identified prior to loss. 
Diameter, die axis and weight not known. 
Very worn. 

Obverse: GEORGIVS.III.REX 
Reverse: HIBERNIA.1766 
Probably lost towards the end of the 18th century. 

SF 22, SV 2/11/1460, topsoil. 
Brass Nuremberg jeton of Hans Krauwinckel II, master 1586, died 1635. 
Lost but identified prior to loss. 
Diameter, die axis, weight and condition not known. 
Obverse: (Hans Krauwinckel) 
Three crowns and three lis (around central rose) 
Reverse: [GOTES] REICH BLEIBT EWICK 
Reichsapfel in tressure 
If the reverse legend has been correctly recorded this is one of Mitchiner (1988) no. 1545-1550. 
Date of loss probably as SF 144 and SF 57. 

Attention should be drawn to the number of jetons that the site has produced: eight (including one medieval), 
from a total of twenty-three items. The primary function of these jetons was as counting pieces for the 
working out of financial transactions, but it is a moot point whether they may also have circulated as an 
irregular form of small change (Archibald 1988,294; Peck 1960,3), the supply of which by the Government 
was if anything even more inadequate in the 16th century than earlier. How long such jetons remained in 
use prior to their loss is also problematic. Their function as aids in calculation became obsolete in about the 
middle of the 17th century when mental arithmetic became more common. However, they continued to be 
used as gaming pieces and the like and may have survived, used only occasionally and hence remaining in 
relatively unworn condition, for decades. 
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POST-PRIORY PERIOD 4 (c. 1705 - c. 1800) 

INITIAL CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 

The construction of the main buildings of the 18th-century Sandwell Hall (fig. 54) was represented by rubble 
and mortar patches, the demolition of existing structures, and levelling and terracing by truncation and 
dumping. 

54. Sandwell Priory and Hall : Post - Priory Periods 4, 5 and 6 
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In the area of the church chancel and crossing, the garden soil (SV2/16/3629 etc.) was cut by a lens of rubble, 
containing brick and roof tiles and overlain by crushed brick and roof tile and charcoal and coal patches. 
Further west, the garden soil (SV2/17/4448) was overlain by sand/mortar c. 0.2m thick and containing much 
brick and tile. To the south, the cobbled surface (F242) was overlain by wood chips and stone chippings, 
which were themselves overlain by brick rubble. These deposits contained trailed slipware and Nottingham 
stoneware. Brick rubble patches occurred over other parts of the area, and contained roof tiles, Midlands 
Yellow ware and Blackware. In the north-east of the site, the levelling deposit over ditch SV2/12/F390 had 
patches of brick and mortar on its surface. 

The stone walls (SV2/9/F409 etc.) at the south end of the former west range were demolished and covered 
by rubble, coal, clay and soil dumps which were cut by pits. The dumps contained smithing slag (above, 
p. 191), a medieval lead seal (SF 48; above, p. 93) and Midlands Yellow ware, Blackware and Bellarmine 
and other stoneware. To the west of the wall MF 233, the stall walls (SV2/17/MF 1256 etc.) were partly 
robbed and their foundations were pushed over into the robber trenches. The robbing of F364 contained clay 
pipes of c. 1720 - 40 and that of F1256 contained vessel glass of c. 1730-70. A trench along the west side 
of MF 233 may have been dug in an attempt to rob that wall too. Slumping into the drain to the north of the 
cobble surface (F1249) contained mid 18th-century clay pipes. The cobble surface (F1249) was overlain by 
sand, mortary silt and mortar, and charcoal and brick rubble. These deposits contained clay pipes of c. 1700 
-1740 and ofc. 1730-70. The mortar surface F286/F1258 was overlain by charcoal and a mortary sand/clay, 
and the cobbles F262 were overlain by a charcoally clay/sand and a mixed layer, containing clay pipes of 
c. 1720 - 1800. There were similar deposits further south. 

At the south end of the east range (fig. 55), a cellar (F157) was constructed between MF 137 and MF 138 
by cutting down to the base of the medieval wall foundations. During construction, a further cellar was added 
to the east of MF 137 (SV2/18/F1295). There were also cellars to the west (SV2/17/F1297); the construction 
of these disturbed graves, and there was a dump of three skulls and other bones (F1285). The sandy clay 
subsoil removed to construct the cellars was dumped to the south, over the site of the Priory church, where 
it was up to 50cm deep to the east of wall MF 233/MF 1263 and up to lm deep to its west. The dump to the 
west of the wall contained vessel glass of c. 1730 - 70. At the east end of the Priory church the demolition 
rubble deposits (SV4/1575 etc) were truncated to create a horizontal surface level with the top of the sandy 
clay dump. There was similar truncation and dumping on the north-east; subsoil was removed to create a 
level building surface (SV2/Area 4) and dumped to the east (SV2/Area 12), to create a terrace. 

S T R U C T U R A L DETAILS 

In the cellar at the south end of the east range (figs. 54, 55), the medieval wall foundations (MF 137 and 
MF 138) were faced with brick, and brick land drains were laid directly onto the subsoil and covered by a 
brick floor. There was access to the cellar from the north, west and east. To the south-west there was a 
brick floor (F270) under which ran brick drains. The western side of the foundation of MF 138 was, like the 
east, faced with brick. 

North of the cellar, in the former chapter house, further rubble was deposited and a floor (F141) laid over it. 
A brick fireplace (MF 137A) was constructed in the eastern wall (MF 137). To the north, there was a passage 
defined by brick walls (F235 and F274) set within rubble make-up. A small stretch of brickwork (F236) 
may have been associated with these walls. The original floors here may have been flagstones set on mortar 
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PERIOD 6 ( 1 9 2 8 - 1982) 

Brick, tile and mortar rubble over much of the site is attributable to the demolition of the main buildings of 
Sandwell Hall in 1928. 

The rubble was deepest, more than a metre, where it had been pushed over, or up against, the edges of the 
terrace forming the lower part of the site (e.g. SV2/1; SV2/4), and it was also deep on the site of the Priory 
cemetery (SV2/13). There was no demolition rubble in the north-east comer (SV2/12). The fountain 
structure to the south was not demolished but fell into ruin; rubble derived from it overlay the adjacent garden 
soil (1072) and clay dump (1030), and the capping stones of its chambers had fallen onto garden soil (1102). 
A strip of brick rubble (1045)(fig. 57), probably derived from the demolition of the buildings, led north from 
the gate through the iron railing fence around the fountain, over the gravel surface and onto the track (as 
SV2/16/F900); it was probably laid to provide a path over wet ground to the fountain. The track itself 
remained in use. 

Small rectangular trenches (SV4/F107 and F110) across the pipe trenches F19 and F17 respectively may 
have been inspection trenches (fig. 57). Some wall robbing trenches were cut through demolition rubble: 
in SV2/7; SV2/9/F227; SV2/13/F58, F464 and F465 (fig. 47). Other walls were robbed out before and 
during demolition (in S V2/18). It is not clear whether some wall and drain robbing took place before or after 
demolition. 

The small building on the north-west of the site remained standing after demolition of the other buildings; 
floors SV2/1/F41 andF45 (fig. 47) may have belonged to it. Rubble here probably resulted from its eventual 
demolition. In the east range, iron railings were put around the part of the medieval east wall (MF 137) 
exposed during demolition. The railings (F171, F188, F214, F215, F226 and F258)(fig. 55) had been 
deliberately sawn off at a later date. 

Other than wall robbing trenches, several pits cut through the demolition rubble. Some of these were adjacent 
to surviving walls in the east range and probably resulted from the excavations of 1958: SV2/11/F140, F151, 
F154.F170, F202, F525 and F528 (fig. 55). Pits elsewhere (SV2/3/F78 and SV2/8/F185) (fig. 47 and 55) 
may have been dug speculatively during the 1958 work. The date and purpose of other small pits (e.g. 
SV2/12/F251 and F175) is unknown. 

A shallow topsoil covered most of the site. In Area 1 there was a shale deposit (1271) over the topsoil. The 
topsoil in SV4 was wet and peaty, and contained many bottles around the remains of the drinking fountain. 
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POST-PRIORY PERIODS 1,2,3,4,5 and 6 : Discussion 

It is difficult to attribute some features and deposits to specific post-Priory periods because of the potential 
date ranges of associated artifacts and the high degree of residuality, but nonetheless an attempt is made here 
to relate the excavated sequence to documented activity on the site itself (above, pp. 3-4) and to evidence 
from other sites in the vicinity and further afield. 

P E R I O D 1 (1525 - c. 1650) 

Following the suppression of Sandwell Priory in 1525 the bipartite functional division of the site into the 
former church area to the south and former cloister ranges to the north continued. 

The Priory church had never had parochial status and its liturgical use ceased at the suppression. There may, 
however, have been minor construction work, represented by the mortar dumps, and possibly the doorways 
in the chancel walls and their adjacent patches of floor tiles. Flooding followed the removal of floor tiles 
and window lead but demolition or collapse did not occur immediately. Rather, the church ruins seem to 
have remained standing for at least sixty years after the suppression, long enough to be illustrated on the late 
16th century Sheldon tapestry map (above, p. 3). The cloister ranges may have been unoccupied for a few 
years after the suppression. The 'priory house' occupied by tenants in the 16th century could have included 
the west and east ranges, but probably not the north, which seems to have been in an uninhabitable condition 
at the time of the 1526 survey if it is correctly identified as the 'hall adjoining the cloister' (see above, p. 
142). 

Demolition of the church, subsequent wall robbing and the building of structures on the demolition rubble, 
and internal modifications to the east claustral range probably followed the acquisition of the site by Robert 
Whorwood in 1569. The use of 'Sandwell Hall' as the name for the site in 1611, rather than 'Priory House', 
suggests that renovation had taken place by then. This work would have been part of a local 'Great 
Rebuilding' c. 1590-1600 suggested by dates obtained by dendrochronology for the construction of three 
timber - framed buildings in West Bromwich: Oak House, Hill House and the gatehouse at West Bromwich 
Manor House (dendrochronology by Nottingham University Tree-Ring Dating Laboratory, sample nos. 
OAK-Q01-09,SAN-H01-08,MHG-H09-33; Esling et al. 1989; 1990). 

On the site of the Priory church, the construction of brick walls over rubble in the crossing and on the stubs 
of the walls of the south transept suggest an intention either to extend the east range to the south by including 
the transepts, crossing and chancel into it, or to create an enclosed yard or garden bounded by the brick walls 
and the remains of the apsidal east walls of the chancel and chapels. The latter seems more likely because 
the brick walls were only one brick thick. The wall over the rubble in the crossing separated the eastern part 
of the church site from the timber structures represented by the postholes, to its west. The form and function 
of the timber structures is unclear. No floor levels associated with them survived; in the east, they may have 
been incorporated into the overlying garden soil by cultivation, and in the west, they may have been removed 
in the construction of the later stalls or chambers. 
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The east claustral range became a self-contained domestic and probably agricultural unit, reflected by its 
division into compartments. The principle east-west division, formed by the stone wall (MF 661) and the 
brick fireplace over it, separated a living area to the south from a working area to the north. The south part 
contained mortar floors and was heated from the fireplace, which might also have been used for cooking. It 
could be entered through the southern doorway, with its stone threshold. The doorway to the north opened 
onto a passage formed by the screen (MF 473) running north from the fireplace. This resulted in a version 
of the lobby entrance plan which was used in timber-framed buildings in the West Midlands at the beginning 
of the 17fh century (Quiney 1984, 463). The area between the screen and the fireplace could have been a 
store. The passage led into the northern part, where the timber structure behind the continuation of the screen 
might have been used for agricultural purposes, possibly for meat processing, as suggested in the animal 
bone report (above, p. 167). A further door led to the west, where the sink and cobble area, for washing or 
for housing animals, was approached by steps over the remains of the north wall of the north range. 
Demolition or collapse of this wall is consistent with its 'greatly ruinous' condition described in the 1526 
survey (the north wall of the hall adjoining the cloister). 

P E R I O D 2 (c. 1650 - 1701) 

The developments attributed to this period probably followed the lease, by 1659, of part of the Priory 
buildings to Henry Freeth. The north-south division of the church area was moved to the west by the 
construction of the brick wall, which had chambers or stalls, probably accommodation for animals, to its 
west, and a cultivated garden to its east. The garden was bounded on the south by a stone wall and possibly 
on the east by the stubs of the apsidal east walls of the church chancel and south chapels. 

New work in the east range maintained the earlier arrangements. The brick floors in the south part respected 
the existing screen, and the brick tank and large fireplace in the north part would be consistent with its 
continuing use as a working area. Much of the midden deposit to the west could have accumulated during 
this period. The eastern exterior was elaborated by the addition of the cobbled patio, which may have looked 
out onto a garden area to the east. Rebuilding and levelling in this period is suggested by the quantity of 
debris under these cobbles, the tile and rubble dumps over the midden to the north-west, and debris in the 
garden soil to the south. Some of the material in the garden soil may be a result of the use of domestic refuse 
as fertiliser. Deer bones amongst the bones in the garden soil and the midden and exotic material including 
imported pottery, the imported clay pipe, the sundial and the coinweight reflect the site's relatively high 
social status at this time. 

The identification of the excavated features with the parts of the site mentioned in the lease of 1697 is 
problematic. However, the garden and the 'source before the house' can be identified as the garden soil and 
the spring respectively, and the stalls to the west could be the 'new stables'. Within the former east range, 
the 'kitchens' could have been the north part and the 'great parlour' the south. 

P E R I O D 3 (c. 1701-1705) 

This period extends from the acquisition of the site by Lord Dartmouth in 1701 to the death of Henry Freeth 
in 1705. Additions to the buildings were permitted in the 1697 lease agreement, but they were constrained 
by Freeth's occupancy of part of the site. The incomplete internal modifications in the east range suggest 
that this was the part retained by Whorwood in 1697, whether occupied by him or by a farm manager or 
servant, and that the buildings occupied by Freeth and listed in his will in 1705 were in the west range and 
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possibly in an outer court to its west. Expansion was therefore only possible to the east of the range, by 
increasing its depth; this is represented by the walls and porch built over the cobbles . The stone wall 
foundations further east, on the site of the Priory cemetery, may also have been built at this time. The use 
of curving blocks in the walls over the cobbles suggests that the apsidal eastern walls of the church chancel 
and chapels might have been demolished at this stage, both to tidy up the area and to permit the construction 
of new entrance arrangements there, represented by the masonry bases. 

P E R I O D 4 (c. 1705-1800) 

Construction of the new Sandwell Hall by Lord Dartmouth followed the death of Henry Freeth in 1705. The 
east claustral range of Sandwell Priory became the west range of the main building of Sandwell Hall, as 
shown on the plan of c. 1770 (fig. 54). Some of the medieval superstructure was retained and was encased 
in brick; elsewhere the 18th-century walls were constructed on or alongside the footings of the earlier walls. 
The east and south ranges of Sandwell Hall did not coincide with Priory buildings, but the south range 
included the uncompleted structures of period 3 on the east side of the Priory's east range, and the east range 
similarly included stone foundations probably of period 3. Hall buildings further west lay on the site of the 
Priory's west range, which may have been wholly or partly demolished following Freeth's death. Stone from 
demolished Priory buildings may have been used to construct a park boundary wall to the east of the site 
(Hewitt and Hodder 1988, 34). 

The excavated evidence suggests that the construction of the 18th-century Sandwell Hall was undertaken in 
two stages. The main building, consisting of the west, south and east ranges was probably that constructed 
between 1705-11. Terracing created cellars and a forecourt to its south, and a level building platform and a 
garden terrace to its east. A cobbled yard was laid on the forecourt to the south but it respected the existing 
brick wall, suggesting that the stalls to the west remained in use; the stalls area was not covered by a clay 
levelling dump until the middle of the 18th century, if the dating of the clay pipes and glass vessels found in 
and under this dump is correct. Only the foundations for new stables had been constructed by 1711, so the 
stalls could still have been used for stabling at that time. 

The reuse of existing claustral ranges in, and their influence on the layout of, post-monastic dwellings on 
monastic sites has been observed at several other sites, for example Audley End (Drury 1982) and Norton 
Priory (Greene 1989, 156). 

P E R I O D 5 (c. 1800-1928) 

This period consists of modifications to the Hall buildings and their surroundings during the later part of the 
Dartmouth occupancy, from the late 18th to the middle of the 19th century, and subsequently during the 
institutional use of Sandwell Hall until its demolition in 1928. 

The excavated foundations on the south facade of the Hall can be identified as those of the colonnaded portico 
added c. 1800. Only this and its associated drains and gravel surface were certainly constructed while the 
Dartmouth family still lived at the Hall. The various tarmac and concrete surfaces, the provision of pipes 
carrying water from the spring to the south and the improvement of internal drainage arrangements probably 
relate to the subsequent institutional use. 
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P E R I O D 6 (1928-1982) 

Wall robbing after the demolition of the Hall was probably part of the clearance work of 1931, which also 
revealed the Priory cemetery (see above, p. 3). The 1958 excavations were shown to have been limited to 
pits around visible walls. Staffordshire County Studies 
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CONSOLIDATION A N D DISPLAY 

At the outset of the excavation it was intended to leave at least some of the Priory remains exposed for 
permanent public display. Accordingly, on completion of the excavations, the walls of the church and east 
range were consolidated by repointing with a mortar mix which closely corresponded to the colour and texture 
of the original mortar. Loose and damaged stones were replaced and rubble and mortar corework was added 
to the tops of the walls. French drains were constructed and brick and stone rubble was laid in the interiors 
of the church and east range as a base for a surface of grey gravel. In the church, the stone coffins were left 
visible and the lines of steps were marked with concrete slabs. The other excavated areas were backfilled 
but the probable wall lines of the north chapels, west and north claustral ranges and the cloister walk were 
marked with lines of mortared rubble placed on the ground surface, so that visitors could appreciate the 
complete plan of the site. These parts of the site were surrounded by red gravel to distinguish them from the 
visible medieval walls of the church and east range. The track, which originally ran over the nave, crossing 
and chancel of the Priory church, was removed in order to excavate this area and was diverted to the south 
of the church, where a new track was laid on rubble placed on the unexcavated part of 18th-century cobble 
surface here. The west wall of the church nave and the south wall of the south aisle were covered by spoil 
to avoid leaving a steep slope close to the edge of the track. To the south of the track the fountain structure 
was rebuilt and water was channelled into it from a spring to the east, through an underground pipe. A 
concrete basin was constructed where the water ran out of the front of the fountain, and a concrete-lined 
trench was provided to carry water away from here to the west. Spoil to the west and east of the fountain 
was landscaped. 

THE FUTURE ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL OF THE SITE 

As a result of the excavations it is possible to assess the likely quality of archaeological deposits in 
unexcavated and partially excavated parts of the site, and the possible location and state of preservation of 
features and deposits of particular periods, using the excavated evidence, the site's topography, and the 
documentary evidence. This assessment is concerned only with features and deposits antedating the main 
construction of the 18th-century Sandwell Hall, and refers mainly to the area which is currently a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument, but also considers its surroundings. 

The Priory and Hall site can be divided into three parts on the basis of its topography before excavations 
began in 1982 (fig. 2): 

(i) North of the fountain, including the former track over the site of the Priory church; 

(ii) The platform occupied by most of the buildings of the 18th-century Sandwell Hall and by the 
claustral ranges of Sandwell Priory; 

(iii) The higher area to the east of this, occupied by some of the east range of Sandwell Hall and by 
the Priory cemetery. 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



EXCAVATIONS AT SANDWELL PRIORY AND HALL 211 

58. Sandwell Priory and Hall: Archaeological potential 

The areas opened were not all completely excavated. Excavation of the area between the fountain and the 
Priory church ceased at the 18th century cobbled surface, and the area to its west was not fully excavated. 
The cellar floor exposed to the west of the Hall frontage was not removed. The area on the north-west of 
the platform (SV2/1,7,8) was excavated only to the top of the medieval deposits, and none of the graves in 
the Priory cemetery (SV2/13) was excavated. 

The Scheduled Ancient Monument consists of all three areas defined above and extends to the east as far as 
a former field boundary. The field east of this boundary is also included in this discusssion. 

The quality of archaeological deposits on the site in general can be assessed by consideration of the extent 
of their removal by truncation, their preservation by dumping, and the likelihood of waterlogging and 
consequent organic preservation (figs. 58,59). Truncation for cellar construction and levelling on the south 
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Plate 2. Wall of Sandwell Priory exposed in 1928, during demolition of Sandwell Hall 

Plate 1. Sandwell Hall, shortly before its demolition in 1928. 
View from the south-west, showing colonnaded portico (excavated as SV2 /16 / F901), south-east corner (in SV2 / 13) 

and drinking fountain (SV4 / F13, F14 and F15) on extreme right 
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NOTICES 

The Society very much regrets the recent death of John Whiston, for many years the editor of these 
Transactions and latterly a vice-president. An appreciation appeared in Volume xxiv, marking his retirement 
as editor. The Society also regrets the death in 1990 of Dr. Norman Swindells, its president from 1978 to 
1982. 

P R O G R A M M E 1989-90 

7 9 5 9 

6 Oct. (L) Annual General Meeting 

Pagan Anglo-Saxons in the Peak District - David Wilson 

20th Oct. (T) Crickley Hill - Philip Dixon 

3 Nov. (L) Oppida in Gaul - Dr. Collis 

17 Nov. (T) Catholme: an Anglo-Saxon Settlement - Stuart Losco-Bradley 

24 Nov. (L) Underwater Archaeology - Dr. Parker 

1990 

2 Feb. (L) Art of the Earliest Iberians - Dr. Harrison 

16 Feb. (T) Recent Excavations of the Trent and 

Peak Archaeological Trust - Graeme Guilbert 

2 Mar. (L) 2000 years of Lichfield - Michael Greenslade 

16 Mar. (L) Lincoln Cathedral - Jenny Alexander 

(L) St. Mary's Centre, Lichfield 

(T) Rawlett School, Comberford Road, Tamworth 
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A. E. GIBSON (Lichfield) 

CAROL ALLEN, B. A., Ph.D. (Tamworth) 

Hon. Treasurer: KEITH BILLINGTON, 32, Birchwood Road, Parkside, Lichfield WS14 9UW 

Hon. Editor of Transactions: N. J. TRINGHAM, B.A., M. Litt., Ph.D., 
V.C.H. Staffordshire, William Salt Library, Eastgate Street, Stafford ST 16 2LZ 

Committee: 
Mrs. JANE HAMPARTUMIAN, B.A. 

B. TUCKLEY 
Mrs. DIANA WILKES 

J. BALLINGER 
F. BALL (Co-opted) 

R. A. MEESON, M.A., F.S.A. (Co-opted) 

Editorial Committee: 
J. G. L. COLE 

R. A. MEESON 
R. E. MORRIS 

N. J. TRINGHAM 
Mrs. DIANA WILKES 

Hon. Auditor: D. Smith 
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Type Group Type Series 
Nos. 

Name Vessel 
form(s) 

Fabric 
Colour 

Inclusions Glaze Other 
Decoration 

Possible 
date range 

Post-Priory 
Period 

No. of 
Sherds 

Wt.(g) 

27 15 Streaky 
manganese 
glazed ware. 

Tankards Cream/buff Some 
rounded red, 
few small 
rounded 
black. 

Streaky 
brown 

- Late 17th 
cent, to 18th 
cent. 

1?/2 64 570 

28 30 Trailed 
slipware 

plates pink/orange 
or red/buff 

Few angular 
quartz. 
Some fine 
soft red. 

Clear Red and 
white trailed 
slip. 

Mid 17th 
cent, to 18th 
cent. 

2 27 320 

- Other 
stonewares. 

Jugs. Grey Rare quartz. Grey/brown Stamped 16th cent, to 
18th cent. 

1/2 - -

-J 
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